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Term Definition

Adaptation Measures and strategies designed to reduce the risks and impacts of climate change on
people, ecosystems, and economies.

Mitigation Actions aimed at reducing or preventing greenhouse gas emissions, such as renewable
energy use, reforestation, and improved energy efficiency.

Just Transition The process of transforming the economy toward sustainability in a way that is fair, inclusive,
and equitable, ensuring decent work and social protection for all while leaving no one behind.

Loss and Damage Economic and non-economic harm caused by climate change—such as extreme
weather events, sea-level rise, and biodiversity loss—especially affecting vulnerable
countries.

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) Climate action plans submitted by countries under the Paris Agreement, detailing how
they will cut emissions and adapt to climate impacts.

Global Stocktake A five-yearly review under the Paris Agreement to assess collective progress toward
global climate goals and inform future NDCs.

Net Zero Achieving a balance between the amount of greenhouse gases emitted into the
atmosphere and the amount removed, often through carbon sinks like forests or new
technologies.

New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) A goal under the Paris Agreement to mobilize at least USD 100 billion annually for
developing countries to support adaptation, mitigation, and capacity building.

Common but Differentiated
Responsibilities (CBDR)

A principle recognizing that while all countries share the duty to combat climate change,
their obligations differ according to their historical emissions and capabilities.

Conference of the Parties (COP) The annual gathering of UNFCCC Parties to assess progress and negotiate actions on
climate change. COP30 will be held in Belém do Pará, Brazil, November 10–21, 2025.

United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

The 1992 international treaty to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations and prevent
dangerous human interference with the climate system.

Loss and Damage Fund (L&DF / FRLD) A financial mechanism to support nations most affected by climate-induced losses and
damages, funding recovery and resilience.

Just Energy Transition A fair shift from fossil-fuel systems to renewable and sustainable energy, ensuring
justice for workers, communities, and vulnerable groups.

Carbon Market / Carbon Credits Systems allowing the trade of emission allowances or credits to incentivize cost-
effective reductions.

Climate Finance Public and private funding to support mitigation and adaptation efforts, particularly in
developing nations.

Agroecology A sustainable farming approach integrating ecological principles, local knowledge, and
food sovereignty.
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COP27 (Sharm el-Sheikh, 2022)
Where/When: Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt; 6–20 Nov 2022.
Achievements:

Historic agreement on “loss and damage” fund.
Focused on climate justice and adaptation.
Renewed food security and gender equality efforts.

Failures:
Insufficient new emissions reduction commitments.
Continued fossil fuel subsidies.
Delays in operationalizing financial pledges.
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COP26 (Glasgow, 2021)
Where/When: Glasgow, UK; 31 Oct–13 Nov 2021.
Achievements:

First global pledge to "phase down" coal.
Raised climate ambition with updated NDCs.
Promised to double adaptation finance for vulnerable countries.

Failures:
No clear plan for fossil fuel phase-out.
Missed $100bn climate finance target.
Weak language on critical mitigation actions.

COP28 (Dubai, 2023)
Where/When: Dubai, UAE; 30 Nov–13 Dec 2023.
Achievements:

Global Stocktake showed some progress in action.
Launched UAE Climate Tech Platform.
Announced $100bn climate finance roadmap.

Failures:
Presidency accused of fossil fuel conflict of interest.
Many pledges lacked enforcement mechanisms.
No binding commitments on fossil fuel phase-out.

COP29 (Baku, 2024)
Where/When: Baku, Azerbaijan; Nov 2024.
Achievements:

Advanced negotiations on new collective finance goal.
Launched regional climate resilience initiatives.
Emphasized youth and nature-based solutions.

Failures:
Limited ambition in mitigation targets.
Disputes over transparency and accountability.
Political tensions slowed agreement on key outcomes.
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